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Rodger H. Baker Scholarship Fund 
To Benefit Fauquier Students Pursuing Medical Fields 
 
Culpeper, VA—Although Rodger Baker stepped down this past February from the helm of 
Fauquier Health, including 28 years as Chief Executive Officer, his legacy continues to 
positively impact the future of local healthcare. 
 
The Northern Piedmont Community Foundation is excited to collaborate with the PATH 
Foundation to set up the Rodger H. Baker Scholarship. Available to Fauquier County 
students planning to pursue a career in the health field, especially in nursing, the scholarship 
seeks candidates with academic records demonstrating leadership and initiative, dedication to 
community service, and commitment to their chosen field of study. 
 
PATH Board member Marshall Doeller made a surprise announcement regarding the 
organization’s plans to fund the scholarship during a retirement event held in Mr. Baker’s 
honor. “The PATH Foundation board felt that it was important to recognize Rodger’s 
incredible contribution to the growth of Fauquier Health over his 40 years of leadership,” 
said PATH President and CEO Christy Connolly. “Establishing a scholarship in his name to 
benefit students in health-related fields truly reflects Rodger’s passion for providing quality 
patient-centered healthcare.” 
 
PATH Board chairman John McCarthy agreed. “This scholarship is an investment in our 
community’s future by investing in our children,” he said. “It is a fitting way to acknowledge 
the transformative leadership of Rodger Baker at Fauquier Health, as well as his personal 
and professional commitment to advancing the health and wellness of our community.”  
 
Humbled and honored by the announcement, Mr. Baker was delighted at the prospect of 
helping future generations. “Education is expensive,” he said. “This is a fantastic way to help 
deserving students who have demonstrated their intelligence and leadership.” 
 
“I am thrilled to have another resource available for young people,” said NPCF Executive 
Director Jane Bowling-Wilson. “Up until now, we didn’t have a scholarship specifically for 



health fields, and this is available for 2-year or 4-year schools or training. What an 
opportunity!” 
 
This is the latest scholarship fund to be offered through the Community Foundation, which 
this year provided more than $200,000 in scholarships to students, nearly half of whom 
received renewable funds—offsetting their tuition costs for all four years of college. The 
Rodger H. Baker Scholarship will be offered beginning with graduates of the high school 
class of 2018. 
 
Established in 2000, the Northern Piedmont Community Foundation is a public charity that 
builds philanthropic capital to enhance and preserve the quality of life in Culpeper, Fauquier, 
Madison, and Rappahannock Counties and to strengthen the region’s nonprofit 
organizations. 
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